My Summer Work and Travel Experience
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My summer working place was in a McDonald’s Restaurant in a small town in Rhode Island, the smallest but
also the most delicate state in my mind. Working in the restaurant is one of the best ways to dig American
culture and really trained my ability. | learned a lot from there, such as communication skills to all kinds of
people; dealing with emergencies, and most importantly, bringing warm and comfortable feelings to customers.
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This program has a long history, so it knows exactly how to get me serve guest from knowing nothing at the
beginning. At later days of the first week, | started training to get to know more about restaurant management,
and then following an experienced manager, | went to my working position to slowly understand my duty.
Gradually after 3 training days, | started working without her by my side. Of course, | made a lot of mistakes at
the beginning, like serving the wrong order, but | learnt by doing and became more confident after a few weeks.
What | have done really encouraged myself a lot.
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Talking about the nature of work, basically, | took orders, operated the cashier, presented food to customers
everyday and talked to them. Sometimes | handled questions like if there are other toys for the Happy Meals.
Dealing with kids was a lot of fun.
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My working shift of McDonald’s.

® Travelling

Travelling is one of the best ways to broaden my horizon.

1. Rhode Island trips: Since the small town | stayed is near the coast, | made constant trips to beaches. Besides, |

went to Newport, New England in IR and also to Mystic in CT. Those are all fantastic places to visit.



My visit to beaches in RI.



The town Westerly.



In Newport.

2. Boston: | made the trip to Boston with the other 4 of my friends. | went to Boston at the end of the program
because | have one week before | went back China. There are various companies providing transportation to and
fro Boston. But we chose the train, which can sent us back in one day.



Night visit to Harvard.



Hong Kong restaurant in Boston.

3. New York City: | travelled to New York city after the program. We joined a local tour to LV and Grand Canyon.

The experience



In front of Morgan Stanly
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In Time Square.

® General comments

Before joining this program, | had never left China in my lifetime. Experiencing a new lifestyle and trying to live

independently are my main reason of choosing the U.S. instead of looking for summer internships in China.



The three months in the U.S. has been like a dream. Although working as sometimes irregular and tiring, living
without stress and travelling with joy make me say that the U.S. has been the “Freedom world” in our hearts.

Except for working, | had a lot of time talking with the local people, the old, students, and even passed by
strangers. That’s a good way to make me more extrovert and also the best way to practice my oral English. Living

in this kind of environment made me feel full of happiness.

® Last word



Same as other students participated in this program before, when | came back, | suddenly found out | have friends
from all over the world now. This allowed me to learn how different people live. Although | may not agree with
their lifestyles, | learn how to respect others.

Joining this program may be a chance in a lifetime.

Some more photos --

In front of Foxwoods casino.




It was the gay day in McDonald’s.



